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Canadian Documentary “LOST YEARS” Shown in Taishan and Beijing, China

The Canadian documentary, LOST YEARS: A People’s Struggle for Justice, which covers
150 years of Chinese Canadian history, tells the story of generations of Chinese
Canadians from the 1860s until now, as well as the fights of Chinese American, Chinese
Australian and Chinese New Zealander communities for their rights in their respective
countries. The film was completed after 12 years of research and 2 years of filming.



In its first film festival entered for competition, LOST YEARS won the award for Best
Documentary on History and Culture at the Guangzhou International Film Festival on
December 5" in China.

The documentary produced in Edmonton, Canada and co-directed by Kenda Gee and
Tom Radford, was shown in Taishan, hosted by the TSB-TV station in their 200 seat
theatre on December 10",

Many of the early immigrants to Canada were from the Taishan area of Guangdong
Province in China where filming took place last January.

The guest list included the Press Secretary (Director) for Taishan, representatives from
the Culture Broadcasting and News Bureau, Overseas Chinese and Foreign Affairs
Bureau and Zhongshan TV station. TSB-TV recorded a newscast with Kenda, Tom and
music director Darren Fung who flew in from Los Angeles, USA.

Also attending was the Principal of Taishan No. 1 Middle School, where Kenda's father,
Took Gee went to school, but his education was cut short due to the war.

Most fittingly, audience members included Kenda’s cousins from his family’s ancestral
village in Taishan and representatives of the Gee’s Association

After the showing in Taishan, Kenda Gee and Tom Radford flew to Beijing for an
exclusive by-invitation-only screening of LOST YEARS at the Embassy of Canada.

The screening in Beijing on December 12" was arranged by Bernard Nguyen, First
Secretary (Economic), Embassy of Canada in China for about 100 people. Guests
included government officials, educators, filmmakers and international media from
China, Australia, Germany, United Kingdom, United States, Russian and Latvia.

Members of the China National Symphony Orchestra who recorded the music for Lost
Years in August at the Xin Ying Film Studio in Beijing under the direction of music
director Darren Fung also attended.

It was followed by a Question and Answer session with Kenda Gee, Tom Radford and
Darren Fung.

As one guest said, “I thoroughly enjoyed it and looking at it makes me a proud
Canadian!”

Kenda Gee and Tom Radford were interviewed by CCTV 9’s Dialogue programme in
Beijing before returning home to Edmonton. Dialogue is a prime time daily English talk



show on CCTV NEWS. It reaches viewers across China and over 80 million subscribers
around the world.

In Canada, CBC TV will broadcast LOST YEARS in two episodes in February 2012.
For updates, visit:

www.lostyears.ca

www.facebook.com/lostyearsface

www.twitter.com/lostyearspro

www.youtube.com/lostyearstube




